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ABSTRACT OF THE DISSERTATION

Innovation by a Child Acquiring Signing Exact English I

by

Kelly Magee Stack
Doctor of Philosophy in Linguistics
University of California, Los Angeles, 1999

Professor Susan Curtiss, Chair

This dissertation argues in favor of a specific genetic capacity to acquire
language based on the pattern of rejection and innovation evident in a child’s
attempt to acquire as a first language an artificial system of communication.

The system in question is SEE II, a system intended to assist deaf
children in learning English. “Jamie” is a deaf child of hearing parents who
was exposed to SEE II from the age of 11 months until about the age of 5 years.
The corpus on which this study is based was obtained when Jamie was
between the ages of 4,3 and 5;3.

After reviewing general principles of languages, the role of prosody in

language acquisition is examined. Prosody appears to provide infants with






